SIR   ELIJAH   IMPEY.                                 d
taken in the Rebellion of 1745. My paternal grand-
father left behind him both a good name, and a con-
siderable estate, in and about Fulham, Uxbridge, and
the parish of St. Mary-le-bone in London. Of Sir Elijah's
two brothers, Michael the eldest, succeeded to his father's
business, and the greater part of his* estate at Hammer-
smith, where he resided till his death in 1794. The
second, James, was educated at Westminster, and
Christ Church, Oxford; being at the former a King's
Scholar, and at the latter a Faculty Student. At both
places he was highly distinguished, as well by his ami-
able disposition, as by his scholastic acquirements.
Among his intimate friends at Oxford, who afterwards
obtained eminence in the world, were Dr. William
Markham, afterwards Archbishop of York, and that
distinguished lawyer, who eventually became Chief
Baron Skinner. Having taken the degree of M.D.,
James Impey began to practise as a physician, residing
chiefly at Richmond. Possessing an independence, and
with it the desire of travelling so common to scholars,
he indulged it in the capacity above-mentioned ; visiting
many foreign climes in pursuit of science. He died at
Naples, in 1756. Having no issue, he left a considerable
property to his youngest and favourite brother, the
subject of this Memoir. It is to be regretted, that the
reputation he acquired for learning, is but scantily at-
tested by some elegant Latin verses printed in an early
edition of the " CARMINA QUADRAGESIMALIA," by a
published treatise on Comparative Anatomy, and by a
few other manuscripts which do not appear to have
been printed. His common-place books, however, which
are in my possession, denote an inquisitive, industrious,
and highly cultivated mind, combined with a turn for
the humorous, which was an equally remarkable feature
in the character of my father at every period of his life.
To this brother, who was about eleven years his senior,
Sir Elijah was chiefly indebted for the superintendence
of that education, which, aided by his own industry and
abilities, procured for him, without either high connection,
or patronage, the distinguished post he held in his pro-
fession. From this brother he likewise imbibed that
love of classical literature, which, like his wit and
pleasantry, never forsook him either in prosperity or
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